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1. J wonder if Harnry 5chneiden widd have eny in sitock.

2, SHIT ! 9 thought we'd solved tie undencarniage problem,

3. 9 wonder if Stonefield will have ue!

4, Guy mus# have done the D.J.
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A STORY OF TWO PARTS = ONE FACT/ONE FICTION

Emilis Prelgauvskas

In August 1979, thc Adelaide University Gliding Club published
its paper "Potential Dgmand for Soaring in South Australis®,
Which of course, went by totally unnoticed by the soaring
“mowement in general,

The reason for producing the paper was to have an uncommitted
bage on which to project into the future. Uncommitted that is,
by being based on what hard facts are available, and not on
any assumptions which presuppose or anticipate trends.

48 a result, the paper presents some pretty deadpan statistics,
nothing much to get excited about,

But what flows from these mundane nurbers, promises to be
very'exciting, This article presents two related discussions,
one fact, one fiction, very much intertwined, Its up te you
to judge which is which,

The published paper says that there are under 700 actual pilots

in soaring clubs which serve the metropolitan ropulation of

o9 million people in the capital city of Adelaide, South Australia.
Fact,

The paper also postulates, that there is an aciual demand by over
2000 persons in that population to go soaring, Fact?

Conclusion,That the sport hss the opportunity to grow across

the existing gap between those participating and the laxger

crowd who would 1like to participate in the future,

During the 1970's, the participants in gsoaring grew from 340 (1971)
to 670 in 1979, Pact, This tends to support the liklihood of
growth in participation in soaring continuing into the 1980's,

If the rate of growth of the 1970%s is maintained, there could be
between 1000 and 1400 glider pilots in Adelaide in 1989, It all
depends on whether you expect the rate of grovwth to be rumerically
the same as in the 1970's, or whether it continues at the

same percentile rate,

In eddition, there {s the impact of Newton's egual and opposite
reaction. Or as the economist would says for dewand we need to
provide a balancing level of supply. In our sport, that means
soaring sites for the pilots to attend,

Now, some would argue that there is sufficfent capacity in
existing gliding clubs around Adelaide to accommodate ihe
demand for soaring, .

The 1970's experience counters +this, Glidirg Federation statistics
plot the accormodation of new glider pilots in two areas,

Of 5 sites existing in 197(, two moved t. full time operation ,

and accepted 75% of new glider pilots, while the other thr-e sites
renained almost static in menberdghip during the decade, The

other % of new pilots were aitracted by the formation of 3 new
sites, each pitched at a specific ortion of the city's population,
As an interesting side issue, which comes up again later, all three
sites arez located on the same radius from the city,
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Again, it is reasonable to expect that an equal growtlr in the-
coming decade like in the 1970's will again require a sizeabdle
input in developing the supply of facilities ,

In the 1970's it was the appointment of staff, the development of
large {leets and airfields and accommodation to match which

- atiracted new pilots, And on the smaller scale, new clubs ,
individually small, attracted a significant number of new devoiees
to the sport by each pitching at a different part of the
population {university, scouts, shpck owners); while existing clubs
continmmed to sctabble at the whole city population,

The conclusion must be, that ito zccommodate the demand presently
unsatisfied, the sport will have to bring resources to bear to
develop not only existing sites more extensively, but alsc

more new soaring sites to complete a network to serve the eity,

The concept of a network of sites is no® new. Town planning
theories back to the 1650%s try to bring a sense of organisation
both inside the city and around it, C '

Soaring is a sport which serves a population area {rom outside,
unlike ovals or tennis courts, which fit inside the urban
structure along with houses factories and businesses,

Afrfields tend to only fit with farms and even then only with
those who h:ive no vineyards, orchards and irrigation,

That mekes locations scarce, and & logicel network is one
technique to make sites as effective as poscidle in serving
the city at the centre,

The figure over shows how such a network could be arrangéda
It is based on locating soaring sites radially around the urban
population, linked toc the city by major transport routes ,

The jmminent fuel limitations will make more direct access to
goaring sites increasingly important in the future, So the
network implies that sites are located close to a major rvad,
which not only offers motor transport but pudblic transport,

On the other hand, the distance from the urban area a site is
located,is a compromise of increasing travel cost and
decreasing land cost as we get further from the city,

So a petwork can b® constructed of sites at various radif
from the city, The closer sites will have higher operating
charges ( to cover land rent), while gites further out bhave

snaller memberships and reduce costs by car pooling, lower land rent,

gmnaller fleets otca

In the Adelaide situation, this approach works well, The

figure shows existing sites prior to 1970 appearing to be
random in disiribution. The new sites, formed in the 1970's,

are all on a similar radius, each fulfilling & similar funciion-
a small organisztion on a mrjor road serving a defined ropulation.

For the pmrposes of this network, it is reasonable to suggest
tliat the 1970's ring of sites will be the outer limit at

wlich sites will be formed, as rising travel costs will encourage
the development of new sites closer in.

The dotied locations are those radii and major rosds which
do not at present have a soaring site. These are the ereas
worthy of rorxe intensive investigation for new soaring sites,
Piction 7
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Nnt necessarily, The argument presented here is a much
condensed explanation of a matrix analysis on vijch it is based,
To clarify, let us look at some of the impiications in detail,

The table below suggests what the maximum capacity of existing
sites would be, if each was developed to its maximum level,
The capacity is based not only on the physical cevelopment possible,
but acknowledges the socio-economic sector of the population

the site seems to merve, and the implied development intentions
of the clubas, Some administrators of the amateur clubs have
stated that they hove no wish to see their clubs grow beyond a
fcomfortable’size,

At the other end, a aite like Cawler has not only space to
develop multiple parallel runways, etc. It also , by its location
and operating procedure, is mest likely to attract the population
of limited mobility and fr:e time, That is the young married
persons with children. They represent 26% of the S.A. popul-.tion,
hence the assumed size of the capacity of the site,

. CAPACITY OF EXISTING SOARING SITxS AROGND ADELAIDE

place in the network site max membership development required
to reach capacity
outer ring Waikerie 250 fleet and facilities
. Lochiel 50 nil
Tlanchetown 50 nil
Meningie 50 nil
middle ring Balaklawva 70 nil
’ Stonefield 70 nil
Murray Bridge 70 fleet gnd operation
inner ring Gawlexr 800 facilities and operaticnal .
. . site '

TOTAL 1410 pilots

There remains a shortfall to the level of demand postnlated,
The network suggests four sites capable of being developed to
further reduce ths shortfall in capacily -

CAYACITY GENERATED BY OFPENING NEW SITES AROUND ADELALXIDE

outer ring Black Springs 50
middle ring Sanderston 70

Vietor Bardorx A7O
inner ring Callington 400

CUMULATIVE TOTAL 2000pilnts
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Once again, the tables above are condensed precis of a fuller
analysis, 4ll fiction ? :

To examine it further, the 6 si‘esz tacped as likely to be
developed in the 1980%'s end beyond, are &efined further -

Two existing sites cre hipghlighted for growth and conseguently
development, Waikerie is likely to develop strictly on

" economic pressures, as it serves a high socio-economic sector
where increasing membership brings “emands and income to
zatch,

Gawler; as the closest site tc a capital city, serving a large
community .ector, with a large site capable of improvement,
should remain the largest capacity site in the state,

To maximise its potential would, of course, require imaginative
thibkibg, and dare~devil action. Its acknowledgment as a site
of state-wide importance, would of course gecure its position,

Factual, or romantic assessment ?

4 new sites are indicated., Other than that they £it the matrix
of a neiwork of sites, what else do they have going for them ?

Black Springs

An area of scenic beauty, hillas for alope scaring, good
cross country weather; uncontrslled airspace, An area explored
by safaris by several clubs over the years,

A site here, using the atttactions of other recreation/holiday
activities as well as moaring { boating, hiking, etc) could
form a viable base as a semi professional operation suiting
private owners and transient holiday makers,

Sanderston

The mainroad east to the Murray River is the only major route
which presently has no soaring site located near it, Modexrate
uncontrolled airspace, adeguate thermal soaring, and an existing
airstrip, ’

VTietor Harboxr

The South Coast is not only tourist oriented, but has a
significant concentration of the elderly retired, a sector

of strong interest Iin sport flying, but one not tapped to date
by the sport, Existing airstrips are located at Victor Harbor,
Middleton, Noxrmanville, and a sell launching sailplane operation
there would be likely to be successful.

Callington

The closest area to Adelaice free of the Adelaide Hills, on

the South Bastern Freevay for ditect access, What makes it
interesting is large parcel of lznd held by government -

the Monario Development Commicsion, The soaring movement can
demonsirate the need for a site which contributes 8ignificantly
to its capacity to accommodate demand for sport flying in the
community, Other sports have already made their case successfully,
with aeromodellers, equestrian, and rifle interests using large
tracts of land there,




The preceding ar ument has attempied tc be as
impaseive, and reasonable as possible, It would seenm
to not only meet the ambitions of the sport of soaring,
but also recornise the realities of our circumstances,

As a recult, the growt" vhich is postuiated here could
be considered a declaration of the 'most likely®
development trends during the coming decade.

However , as the assessment encompasses the areas of
influence of many different people, it is more than '
1ikely that numerous aspects of this type of '
growth structure will not be naximised, to the
overall dibenéfit of the sport as & whole,

In February 1980, the equipment, personned, site and
members secured for a new Bo,ring operation will
become active, '

Consistent with this assessment, the organisation will
* Ye pitched at & specific section of the bdelaide population,
Its operating site will be one more toward the
rrovigion of a full netvork of socring sites to serve
the metropolitan Adelalide population.

I wonder if other sites will také up their portion
of the challence. E
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“QUT FOR A SPIN”

Barbiz storted gliding in 1960, went solo in 44 launches and become the §
Bristol & Gloucestershire GC's second woman Silvar C. She olso obtoined her |
PPL. Total (ond not oliogether successful) replocement of her hip joints has

hapoily affecied neither her anthusiasm nor her skill and courage in the oir. |
The incident raport relating to this article poys tribute o her “'very high stand- |
ard of flying ond cirmanship™’. She still flies with the some club and is the wife
of one of its instruciors in whese DG-100 (which hos superseded the K-6¢)

sha is piciured.

BARBARA WEBSTER |}

I: seemed quite a small snaich: in fact, the cable had

back-released and immediately jammed in the wheelbox. 1

couldn’t see. nor could the launch crew who continued with
she launch as usual.

11 did seem a little 0dd to'me that thie K.-6€ lept off with

uite so much abandon. however, 1 put it down {0 & new
winch driver and lowered the nose in case of a cable break.
(Pity it didn’t. as it happened.) At this point our incompar-
able course instructor. Dave Millet. who happened 10 be
bringing back the Blanik with the tractor. mutiered: “Must
spzak to Barbara about jumping off the ground like that!”
Me watched the rest of the flight with increasing interest.

Al seemed well with the rest of the launch. except that 1
only reached 8COf insiead of the usual 1000 or so: still, this

- seeined reasonable since the nose had been fairly well down
for the fisst part.

I puiled the release twice. Nothing happened. 1 pulled

- gwice again and glanced at the instruments. The variometer
was siuck at 10 down snd poor litle 125 feit like a wounded
bird. heavy and flunering.

Maybe the brakes had siipped out? 1 checked them. No.
Oh my God! Then 1 must still be attached to the winch! The
adrenaline started to flow ...

Too low to parachute. OK then. I dived to back-release or
break the cable. Unsuccessfully, because, as 1 later found
ont, the very resourceful new winch dgriver had not only had
the axe close ai hand, but also the courage 1o use it. {He later
said there were about nine axe marks on the winch where he
had missed the wildly Jeaping cadle!) This left me with
bundreds of yards of wire cable still attached - but a better
chance of survival. -

As1oouldn't break the cable and thought that 125 was stiil
¢connected by its umbilical cord, | decided my best chance
was to circle near the winch, nose wetl down, until I gotlow

“ hgn 't wen Mo shad o8 0 broke in come o Jomoged the ghder!’

enough to land downwind. this would give me the length of
the cable for the landing run.

One circle completed (pulling the release hopefully)
brought me across the road where the cable 1angled with the
powercable. iearing it down and breaking off part of the
winch cable. (Apologies to Dave and the course memiers
who didn"t get their customary cup of tea’) Feeling the jerk, }
though for a moment I was free atlast. but the antics of the
pallant 125 soon convinced me that this wasn't so.

Alimost immediately afterwards, between 100 and 1501t,
she suddenly drepped a wing and went into an incipient
spin. The cable. of course, was lying partly on the ground by
now and as it was jammed in the wheelbox. the C of G had
moved aft and the wingloading increased dramatically,
significantly altering the spin characteristics.

Intrigued by close view
of trees and grass

1 was furious at having lost control and forced the stick
forward. stamped on top rudder and waited. intrigued by the
very close view of the trees and grass turning below.

i had accepied that 1 must plough into the ground fairly
hard. 1 hoped my end would be reasonably tidy and that
Jim's beloved K-6F wouldn’t be irretrievably damaged,
when suddenly the miracle happened. The top rudder bit-a
lovely, wonderful feeling - the litde K~6€ -bird answered
happily and | turned her downwind, brakes out 3 little and
she floated gentiv onto the ground. Tie downwind com-
ponent had, peshaps, saved my life?

§ thought long and hard about this flight from the safely
puint of view. They say you learn something from every
flight aud on this one 1 think I learnt four things:

i) To watch like a hawk whea I am being iaunched
and be ready to pull off or signal if there is any douhi
whatever. Every launch is potentially dangerous and a
few munutes wailing might mean a hfeume’s relief.
2) Tocheck the fecl of the glider and the instrumenis
immediaiely at the top of every launch and be ready 0
cope with anything out of the ordinary.
3) |realised that adrenaline does come 10 the rescue
in a dangerous situation snd that it is true that on¢ is
able to think very, very fast (a fairly rare occurrence for
my somewhat stagnant brain') and therefore is able 1o
deal with a situation better than one mght normally.
&) MNever. never to give up trving to do something.
Even at the last moment the miracle might happen.
As it did.



PHANTOM!'S Duc to technical difficultics beyond ny control (no

Phantonm's conics where I am) our strip will temporarily
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be discontinued - but it will return bigger and brighte

- than cver.
Due to the fact# that I can get nessages throuvh to my typlst the
colummLW1ll take on a sllghtly dlffcrcnt forn......
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HOROSCOPE "80

January.
Mark Forster koeps his proulse t0 orﬁaniSG a fow canps tkis ﬁonth.
The camps run Dec. 30 - Jam. 5 '
Jan, 6. - Jan. 12
‘Jan. 13 - Jan. 19
Jan; 20 - Jan, 26
Jan, 27 ="Pebe3 . S .
Mark'!s plan t0 fly durln” the nlght as wcll as tho day is votoed -
thlu leaves Mark very unhappy:t'Look at all ‘the incone we're lOuln”.
Guy goeo through the whole nmonth without dauaglng any aircraft and
starts to sulk. -
ERG ﬂbctlng proposou but postponu& to Frb duc to Ccorps.
Fcbruary
EXClth gibberish hcard from, Mark - the offsct pfintcd cdition of
 Newsletter is in the plenning stages. Diffﬂcultloc expericnced 1n
finding willing suitablc ccntrofold. )
Horshen Week: Guy flics and wins three. d&ys and cones hotc but not
before guddonly oxperlenoanf n oEtROnCly severe ‘groin poin and @
o high voicce. Tlg State Opera offers bln a JOb as Uoprano.
ERG neceting. pootbonbd until March to glVO Guy a chancs t0 hcal.
No aircraft danaget this month (Guy is LndlSpOSGd) but winch has
a flat tyre and cveryone is ccstatice : L
Graene Newcoubc nakes @loo”y predictions about Club's flnan01al
future. ' ' o
March . , ,
Guyt!s sulking and pain disappear niraculously - ELECTION TIME.ié

NETrCeesosoons

Noninations for Prosident Proposcr/Seconder  Corments
R, M, Nixon  @. R. Ford/S. Agnew Has experience ¢
| | s  this sort of th:
J. M, Froser J. Kerr/il. Thatcher 1President ond

Bl Presidente
sounds botter
than P.lil!
I. Anin J.M,., Bokossa/Col, caddafi  HIrITETese e

Moae S e dmaxrdn



April

The offset cdition of the newsletter was such a success that onc
R. Murdoch buys out thc club.
ERG meceting finally hcld - its solution to the cnergy problen to
20 before thce next club nceting.
Guy gocs back to sulking - all circraft intact - dccideg 10 invadc
4.S.C. and take hostagcs but finds that thoy have just demaged an
aircraft and asks for hints instcnd.

.

o

jita)

The nonthly mecting rcjects ERG's suggestion of a tidal powered
winch,
Sorie pcople cxpross dissatisfaction with the fact that the airficld
is so far away - Tony promiscs 10 investigote altcrnative sites.
Mark Forster starts signing up footballers for his own Football
Circus - pronmiscs that aftcr the footy scason we can usc thoe tent
ag a club housc.

June

The Ttalian Governnent falls - always a good bet - and Guy takes
up Italisn lcssons - suddenly D. Dunstan bocone Italian Prenicr and
Guy sulks agoin and kicks the Bocian brecaking an anklc and thrco
tovs but does no damage to the aircraft - "Is there no justicc?"
Mark nmysteriously disappcars.

Oweon finds truc love for the 4onth tinmc this ycar.
July

Mark still away, but nude centrcfold of the cffsct cdition of
the Newsletter appcars on page 3 of several ncwspapcers around the
world - mony readers unhappy with a picture of thc Bocian without
its wingcovcers.

Gracne still giving gloony reports on our financial situation - he
ig not medc any happicr when the Club rcceives a pogtcard from
tarc — now two pcople cut to danage Arrow - fortunatcly

w2

one Ao
_Guy is still in his cast.
A'l).ég ES'b

TRG hos anothcr plan - we build our monbership up to 350 active
pilots and build a pedal powcred winche Noted that we nust have o
bigger winch (600 people) to launch ballasted glass ships.
Guy starts talking with an Amcrican accent.
An uncxpccted Mirage flics low over the airficld (enother geod bot)
Owen converts to Moslen faith and applics for positicn as apprentic
shoik - he feols that polygany nay solve his problcmse.
Tony says that he has two suitable sites for the Club - both arc
closcr to town and arc better than our present site.
cracnc flics on the other side of the ridge hut is actually on

- - - [ e A oA A Pmmn Ramm~T ;v AA )

o}



Septenber
Mark rocks up on ficld in a Tokker Friendship which he offcrs as
o tug for the Club at no oxpensc - thre new prcsident of Nows Ltd.
and Ansett Transport Industrics says the conpany can afford it.
Guy hasnt't brokon an airecraft for almost a ycar and is not showing
ony signs off withdrawl symptone. Instead he walks around all day
with the biggest grin you've cver scen and a short, fat, balding
nan with a Gernan accont always close by
Grohom Parker lends in the paddock next to the airfiecld in the
club's Regatta - wnfortunatcly cveryonc clse gets homce.
October |
Tony announces two alternative sites for the Club:
1)His back yard - can't got closcr to home. _
2)Maslint's beach - can g0 ridge soaring - other attractions
Tf nccecesary, will get his wifc to sunbakc in the backyard if it
influcncc our dccision to go to his placc.
Balaklava's Regatta is washed out and cvcryone CONCS ovér to the
ridge. Rain starts innecdiately they arrive (always o sofc prcedictic
Guy scts 2 world record by fitting 18 pairs of denturcs in his
nouth., He is so happy ond yet stil1 has not danmaged any aircraft.
Novenmber
Exan blucs set in - another good boet.
Balaklava Sports Closs Regatta has torrific weather - they think
of selling the Cirrus to buy & Kab.
Guy finds that only American-born citizens can rul for Pregident o
UueSohe = he carcfully renoves a1l the denturcs and attonpts to
cat the Bocian - cracks 14 teoth and scratches paint work - fcels
better until Tony drives the winech over both his lcgs.
gix pcoplc dic of shock at Bordertown - they have excellont.woatho
at thc weckends and bad weather during the wocke '
Decenmber |
ASC damages the Janus during o hcavy 1landing (another good bot)e.
Bob says we'rc in for a very dry summer - hic needs ralp. sO Wwe
invite Balaklava oOvVeIr - 3 hrs. and 7SI, of rain,lator;Bob is
happy so we send Balaklva pcople hore - the rain immcdiatcly stops
Guy, Gespite trying hard, hos not damaged any aireraft - rust be
tied upe. |
Jan., lst 1981 (Long range forccast)
guy gets out to pirficld, trips over Bocinn wingtip and both wing
fal1l off with onc falling on AYTOW erushing ite 7

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEY YEAR TO EVERYONE.,

gone comics should be coning soon SO wc'll be back in action in the



STOP PRESS = URGENT,

CRE” ‘TANTHED for 3 German Pilots at Benalla Nationals, One pilot is %“rnst Gernot
Peter, German National Champion, Pilots are arriving in Adelaide on 37 December
and will be preparing their Speed Astir gliders here. They may go to Tocumwal
about Dec.28th for practice flying if time permits, prior to Benalla competitior
which starts on January 5th, for 2 weeks, ‘
Therefore this could turn into a 2-3 week holiday with benefits of free meals,
cccomnodation and transport, plus the valuable expericnce, I the crew could
supply one car there would be ample reimbursement (probubly 2(c/mile),

If the Uni, club can provide ¢ cre.:, there may be some kiskbuck in terms of a
discount on future glider purchases Trom Laminar,

This is therefore a tremendous opportunity for the club, and the crew to gain
experience and further recognition and perks,

Please direct enquiries to Edmund Schneider, Laminar, Tel. 462156, Adeleide,

TK

DIRECTIONS TO STONEFIELD AIRFIELD

Follow Sturt Highway through Barossa Valley and Truro and then down
Accommodation Hill to the turn-off to Stonefield. The turn-off is on
the left, on the first bend past the hill and is marked by signs to
'Stonefield’ and 'Barossa Valley Gliding Club'. The airfield is past
the church on the right hand side.



